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ment and army of Egypt had been so successfully reorganised
by Lord Cromer and Colonel Kitchener (§ 317) that the
country was able to undertake the long-delayed reconquest
of the Sudan. Kitchener set to work in a very methodical way,
building a railway as he advanced, so as to bring the Sudan
into permanent communication with Egypt. It took him
nearly three years to reach Khartoum, where he brought the
forces of the Mahdi to bay, and utterly destroyed them at the
Battle of Omdurman (1898).
The French had long regretted their action in leaving
Britain in sole control of Egyptian affairs, and they were
very jealous of the success of the Nile campaign, parti-
cularly as it threatened to upset a scheme of their own for
extending their dominions from the Sahara to the Red Sea.
They therefore sent Major Marchand to set up the tricolor at
Fashoda, on the upper Nile. Kitchener requested Marchand
to withdraw, pointing out that the Egyptian Government
could not allow a foreign Power to control the upper waters of
the river on which its very existence depended. For some
weeks it seemed as if war might ensue, but wiser counsels
prevailed, and the French Government abandoned its claims.
A joint Anglo-Egyptian administration was set up to rule
the Sudan, which prospered exceedingly under the care of
Sir Francis Wingate, who became High Commissioner a year
or two later.
§ 324. rhodesia.—Meanwhile a critical situation was de-
veloping in another part of Africa. The greatest personality
in the imperialist movement of the 'eighties and 'nineties was
Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902). The son of a country clergyman,
he had gone out to South Africa for the benefit of his health,
and there he made a fortune in the diamond-fields. The ex-
pansion of the British Empire was a religion to him. In parti-
cular he dreamed of a United States of South Africa wherein
Britons would unite with Boers to form a new nation, much as
they had united with Frenchmen to form the Canadian nation.

